
 

AUDITION EXCERPTS 
For 2027 AYO Programs 

 
Harp 
 
Please prepare the whole of each excerpt provided. 
 
Please ensure you have prepared the correct set of excerpts for the programs that you are 

applying for: 

 

AYO Program 
Set A 

Excerpts 1 - 4 
Set B 

Excerpts 5 - 6 

AYO National Music Camp ✓ Not required  

AYO Symphonists ✓ Not required  

Australian Youth Orchestra ✓ ✓ 

 
For all programs, you are also required to prepare a short piece of your own choice, to be 
performed without accompaniment.  
 
All tempo markings are provided as a guide only, please use your best judgement when 
deciding on a tempo. 
 
Please ensure you have read the ‘Audition Information for Instrumental Applicants’ 
document which explains the audition process and requirements. 
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SET A 

All applicants must prepare this set of excerpts. 
 

1. KATS-CHERNIN Dance of the Paper Umbrellas 

2.  MAHLER Symphony No. 1, Movement 1 

3.  PROKOFIEV Romeo and Juliet, Op. 64, Act II: "Public Merrymaking" 

4.  DEBUSSY La Mer, No. 1: "De l’aube à midi sur la mer" 
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Australian Youth Orchestra 
Auditions for 2027 Programs | Harp 
 

Set A  
Excerpt 1 
All applicants must prepare this excerpt. 

KATS-CHERNIN Dance of the Paper Umbrellas 
 
 
Leggiero ♩ = 120 
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Australian Youth Orchestra 
Auditions for 2027 Programs | Harp 
 

Set A  
Excerpt 2 
All applicants must prepare this excerpt. Please play 1 bar rests in full; for longer rests, pause 
for a brief, suitable period before continuing. 
 

MAHLER Symphony No. 1 
 
 
Movement 1 
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Australian Youth Orchestra 
Auditions for 2027 Programs | Harp 
 

Set A  
Excerpt 3 
All applicants must prepare this excerpt. 

PROKOFIEV Romeo and Juliet, Op. 64 
 
 
Act II: No. 30 "Public Merrymaking" 

Vivo (𝅗𝅥 = 86)  

 
 

 

 

Excerpt continued on next page.  
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Australian Youth Orchestra 
Auditions for 2027 Programs | Harp 
 

Set A  
Excerpt 3 cont. 
All applicants must prepare this excerpt. 

PROKOFIEV Romeo and Juliet, Op. 64 
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Australian Youth Orchestra 
Auditions for 2027 Programs | Harp 
 

Set A  
Excerpt 4 
All applicants must prepare this excerpt. 

DEBUSSY La Mer 
Harp I 
 
No. 1: “De l’aube à midi sur la mer” 
Modéré, sans lenteur (♪ = 116) 
 

Excerpt continued on next page.  
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Australian Youth Orchestra 
Auditions for 2027 Programs | Harp 
 

Set A  
Excerpt 4 cont. 
All applicants must prepare this excerpt. 

DEBUSSY La Mer 
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SET B 

Please prepare Set B if you are applying for the Australian Youth Orchestra. These excerpts 
must be prepared in addition to Set A.  
If you are only applying for National Music Camp and/or AYO Symphonists you are not 
required to prepare Set B. 
 

5. BERNSTEIN Symphonic Dances from West Side Story, “Cool” 

6. BERNSTEIN Symphonic Dances from West Side Story, “Somewhere” 
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Australian Youth Orchestra 
Auditions for 2027 Programs | Harp 
 

Set B 
Excerpt 5  
If you are applying for the Australian Youth Orchestra please also prepare this excerpt. 
Please play 1 bar rests in full; for longer rests, pause for a brief, suitable period before 
continuing. 

BERNSTEIN Symphonic Dances from West Side Story 
 
 
“Cool”  

Swung, Stringendo un poco 𝅗𝅥 = 88 
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Excerpt continued on next page. 
Australian Youth Orchestra 
Auditions for 2027 Programs | Harp 
 

Set B 
Excerpt 5 cont. 
If you are applying for the Australian Youth Orchestra please also prepare this excerpt. 

BERNSTEIN Symphonic Dances from West Side Story 
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Australian Youth Orchestra 
Auditions for 2027 Programs | Harp 
 

Set B 
Excerpt 6 
If you are applying for the Australian Youth Orchestra please also prepare this excerpt. 

BERNSTEIN Symphonic Dances from West Side Story 
 
 
“Somewhere” 
Adagio ♪ = 72 
 
 

  


